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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director
SUBJECT: 0SS Records in the Custody of the Natiomsl Archives

1. This memovenium contains & recommendation in W 5.

2. The Bationsl Archives has custocdy of thrwe fragmentary Tiles of
088 archives, originelly accepted from 3SU, CIG, or CIA between 1946 and
1948. (See Annex A for a summary of these files.)

3. These records are closed to public use, except with the specific
peraission of CIA, in sccordance with restrictions agreed to by the Natiooal
Archives and CIA. (For summry, see Annex E.) From time to time the National
Arcbives has publicized these records in its lished gides and public
estaloge. (See Annexes C and D for excerpts.) The restrictions (Annex E),
in which 0SS and CIA ars linked, are also & matter of public knowledge.

4. Needless pudblic curiosity about these records and about CIA's
relationship to them is sroused in researchers and studenis who meke inguiries
&%t the Natiomal Archives. MNotiem picture and TV companies, desiring to
secwre “cooperetion” from CIA, vhich they can advertise and thus make their
product Covermment "official,™ continuously seek release of these films.
Public inquiries could be more essily controlled if the records were returned
to CIA custoldy. Both the Bational Archives and CIA's Records Maragement
Btaff favor such & transfer.

5. It is therefore recomended that the Records Manmgement Staff
armange with the National Archives for the retwrn of these records to CIA.

SIGNED

STAMLEY J. GROGAN
Assistent to the Director

CONCURRERCES:
s/ Ig!’:%r;;ruk g‘;& 23 19398

NOV 7 1956 ;*Comar in Paragraph 5 subject

for Deputy Director (Pians) Date

to the understaniing that the
return of these records will
aot invelve any additional
workload on the DD/P and that
s/ L. K. White _NOV 20 1958 appropriate coatrols will be
{.m Tirector (Supportjiate established concerning relesse.
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Meworendun: dated 22 April 1958 to The Dirvector from Stanley ]. Grogan, Assistant
to the Director, subject: "0SS Records in the Custody of the MNational Archives”™

The recommendation in paragraph 5.,
is APPROVED:
Signed [3 P ﬁ Bl

({;fwf Director of Centeal Intelligence

i /

B BEC 1958
Date

Distribution:
Orig - C/Ngmt 5., via DD/S

to DC1 (S)Grogan) (2 witchlp )
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Annex A

The following three files on deposit in the National Archives were
transferred by 88U, CIG, and CIA:

1. Fivo motion plotures, 194245, produced by the 088 Field Photo
Branch, entitleds “December 7" (Hawall before, during, and after the
attack on Pearl Harbor); "Japanese Behavior*; "The Geography of Japan"j
"Natural Resources of Jupan"j and "Landing in 81@113“ {35 reels in all).
These films, which are described in detail in the Nationsl Archives publie
catalog (see excerpts, in Annex D), were all unclassified at the time they
vere offered for deposit by SSU, in November 1945, and they are so cata-—
loged in the National Archives. It appears, however, that other prints
of some of the same films (that is, those in the custody of Graphics
Register/CCR) are variously classified *Confidential" and "US Official
Use Only."

2. Property records of various 0S5 fleld installations, 1942453
about 443 linear feet in bulk., This file contains requisitions, pﬁrmse
orders, and similar papers relating to 038 procurement pf property, equip-
ment, supplies, and services. There have naver been any public inquiries
about this file, so it is understood from the MNational archives official in
charge of the fils, Both the Hational Archives and the CIA Records Manage-
ment Staff informally have favored the disposal of this file as useless
records,

3. Correspondsnce file of the 083 Pictoriul Records Section, including
its Washington and New York Offices, 1942-453 33 linear feet in bulk. The
Pletorial Records Section wap, part of the 0585 Researoh and Analysis Branch,

SECarr
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and is apparently an “angestor" of the present Graphics BRegister, OCR. This
£ile was part of the 0S8 R&i archives which were inherited by the Stats
Department in the liquidation of October 1945. Subsequently, however,
the file was transferred by State to CI4, and in May 1948 it was in turn
offered by CIA to the National Archives. Por & more detailed description,
see . xmx B, pp. 3, 5.

{&n Elght other 0S3 files on deposit in the National Archim
were transferred by the State Department, and are under State control. For
a detailed inventory of the entire deposit from boti; agencies, ses Annex B.)
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